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The grants included in the so-called

crime bill last year had so many
strings that most State and local gov-
ernments could not or would not ac-
cept them.

Mr. Speaker, let us cut the strings,
let us give local law enforcement offi-
cials the power to fight local crime.
Let us pass H.R. 728 now, before one
more American becomes just another
statistic.
f

ABORTIONS—SAFE, RARE, AND
LEGAL

(Mr. SKAGGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, is the
issue Henry Foster’s nomination to be
Surgeon General? No, that is not the
real issue. What is really going on?
This nomination has become the battle
ground over abortion rights.

President Clinton could not have put
it better. Abortion should be safe,
legal, and rare. Yet the Foster nomina-
tion has been seized upon by those who
would criminalize choice. They see it
as a chance to further their extreme
agenda.

Now we learn that last fall the Sen-
ate Republican Campaign Committee
gave tens of thousands of dollars to the
Right to Life Committee. The purpose:
to increase the number of votes to
criminalize choice.
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Let us get it straight—safe, rare, and
legal.
f

MISLEADING INFORMATION FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE ON THE
CRIME ISSUE

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, the
President never ceases to amaze me. He
has this incredible habit of setting up
these ridiculous straw men for the ex-
press purpose of making him look good
when someone knocks them over. He
has misled us on the issue of Social Se-
curity, and now he is trying to mislead
us on crime.

The President says he will veto any
bill that goes back on his promise of
100,000 new police officers, but like
most Clinton promises, the 100,000 new
policemen were a hoax from the start
to the finish. As Republicans made
clear last year during the debate on the
crime bill, the Clinton bill would only
result at most in 20,000 new cops.

Today I placed a phone call to one of
the mayors in my district, the mayor
of Calumet City. Last year his city re-
ceived a grant, a $1 million grant to
fund 13 new police officers. Now, he
says, the realities or the strings of the
President’s program have set in. His
city council has only been able to find
funding for its 25-percent share, the
match it has to put up, for 6 out of 13

of those officers. The local share totals
$800,000 over 3 years.

Calumet City’s problems highlight
the problems of the President’s pro-
gram. It is not working. It must be
changed.
f

CONFIRM DR. FOSTER

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to say that the nomination
of Dr. Henry Foster as Surgeon General
of the United States is a choice of
great vision.

This nomination should not and must
not be about how many abortions Dr.
Foster has performed. Those who op-
pose a woman’s right to choose must
take that fight somewhere else. Every
woman in America has the right to
choose—that is the law of the land. Dr.
Foster has done nothing wrong.

Dr. Foster has done a great deal that
is right. He has become a leading au-
thority on reducing infant mortality
and preventing teen pregnancy and
drug abuse.

This is a man who has spent a life-
time working to improve the lives of
others. It is clear to me that Dr. Foster
should be confirmed as Surgeon Gen-
eral. There are no more questions that
need to be answered. Dr. Foster should
be confirmed and he should be con-
firmed now.
f

U.S. MILITARY FORCES FACED
WITH BUREAUCRATIC U.N. LEAD-
ERSHIP

(Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, the study of recent military
conflicts and peacekeeping missions
have led to two conclusions: First, in
the case of major conflict, the massive
presence of U.S. forces is necessary to
defeat the aggressor or to contain the
threat; second, our American forces
must be given the necessary military
means and freedom of action to accom-
plish these goals. Operation Desert
Storm has rightly been held as a prime
example of a U.S.-led international
military force.

Unfortunately, the hope and the les-
sons of Desert Storm have been lost as
we have squandered them away in So-
malia and even more in Bosnia.

Over 40 years NATO has successfully
preserved the peace and freedom of its
members against a threat by the So-
viet Union and its allies, but instead of
celebrating our success, NATO today
must confront a crisis that tears at the
very fabric of that alliance.

At the heart of this problem is the
fact that in Bosnia, NATO cannot act
without the consent of the United Na-
tions and its local representative. An
inflexible, time-consuming dual mili-
tary command structure also have
proven to be an invitation to disaster.

The Armed Forces of the United
States are the preeminent fighting ma-
chine in the world today. They are the
best trained, best skilled, best
equipped, and best led.

Mr. Speaker, the brave young men
and women in the Armed Forces de-
serve better than to be placed under
the command of foreign nationals act-
ing on behalf of the United Nations in
a faceless bureaucracy. That is why the
National Security Revitalization Act is
so important.

f

THE CRIME ISSUE LEADS TO
THREATS OF PARTISANSHIP

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, last week the Republican
Party put through a bill to change last
year’s bill providing prison construc-
tion funds. They said last week that we
had given the States too much discre-
tion and we needed here in Washington
to tell the States more what to do.

Today and tomorrow they are going
to put through a bill that is exactly
the opposite. They are going to try to
undo what we did last year regarding
money for prevention and for police be-
cause they say it does not give the
States enough freedom.

What is the common threat? Why
were they for restricting the States
last week and for untying the States
this week? Because they fear that
President Clinton and the Democratic
Congress has this year succeeded, and
they are desperately eager for partisan
purposes to undo that success.

That would not be so bad if it were
not for the consequences. In my dis-
trict and in districts all across this
country police officers have been hired
for what they thought was a 3-year pe-
riod under the Clinton plan of last
year. For partisan purposes, the Repub-
lican program would disrupt that. It
would say to the people who hire po-
licemen and the policemen hired that
they are not going to have the assur-
ance of the 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, surely they can find
other areas in which to express their
partisan desires.

f

REPEAL RAMSPECK

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing legislation to end a power-
ful, but little-publicized perk associ-
ated with Congress. My bill will repeal
the Ramspeck Act, which for 55 years
has quietly allowed former congres-
sional and judicial employees to bur-
row into the civil service—given prior-
ity consideration over all other appli-
cants, and full seniority when hired—
upon the retirement, election defeat, or
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